
COUNTDOWN TO LONDON  OLYMPICS BEGINS                          

SWIM WALES 
News Update  

With the London 2012 Olympic 
countdown approaching 1,000 days 
(Saturday 31st October), the aquatic 
disciplines remain on course in 
their preparations for the first 
home Olympic Games since 1948. 

British Swimming sent a total of 49 
athletes to represent swimming, 
diving and synchronised swimming 
at the 2008 Beijing Olympics. All 
three teams returned having made 
their mark on the international 
scene and their desire to repeat 
this feat in front of a home crowd is 
key to the preparations currently 
taking place.  

 British Swimming Chief Executive 
David Sparkes has enjoyed seeing 
the country and the aquatic sports 
build towards the London Olym‐
pics, but highlights the importance 
of not only producing results in the 
pool but also capitalising on legacy 
programmes. 

“As the London Aquatics Centre 
begins to dominate the London 

skyline the reality of how close we 
now are to the London Olympics 
becomes clearer,” Sparkes said.  

“Preparations for all of our sports 
are right on track to build on the 
success that the aquatics team en‐
joyed in Beijing and our legacy pro‐
gramme is also taking shape.  

 “We are confident that we will not 
only see British success in the pool 
but we will also see swimming 
moving to a new level with more 
people swimming more often and 
having more fun in the pool.” 

At the 2008 Games, the swimming 
team won six medals which 
boosted them to sixth in the swim‐

ming medal table and helped Team 
GB reach fourth in the overall 
medal table.  

 As the sport now looks towards 
the London Olympics, National Per‐
formance Director Michael Scott 
knows that his team needs to focus 
on their upcoming key events in 
order to challenge for success in 
2012. 

 Since Beijing, British Swimming has 
opened five British Gas Intensive 
Training Centres that give athletes 
access to not only the necessary 
50m pool time but also to world 
class coaches and sports science 
and medical staff. The sport has 
also made key appointments to 
develop the coaching and support 
staff network. 

“There have been significant 
changes in our processes and pro‐
grammes since Beijing,” Scott 
added. “Year one has seen us de‐
velop these and year two will see 
us build upon them. 

A USA squad featuring an 
impressive nine Olympic 
and 10 World Champions 
will take on Britain’s elite as 
part of a European Select 
team. 

 In addition to Michael Phelps, the most successful Olympic 
swimmer of all time, the USA team has thrown down the 
gauntlet with the likes of Ryan Lochte, Aaron Peirsol, Re‐
becca Soni and Ariana Kukors set to feature in the head‐to‐
head with a combined team from Great Britain, Germany 
and Italy. 

 The British Gas Duel in the Pool will be held at the Man‐

chester Aquatics Centre on 18‐19 December. The event pro‐
vides a unique opportunity for fans to see the world’s great‐
est swimmers going head‐to‐head for supremacy in the 
pool. 

 Both teams will include up to 18 men and 18 women with 
British Swimming, Germany and Italy sending a team of six 
men and six women each for the short course (25m) meet.  

Tickets for the British Gas Duel in the Pool are selling fast 
and people wishing to see the mouth‐watering prospect of a 
European Select team take on Michael Phelps and Co from 
the USA should book now. 

To book tickets please visit www.duelinthepool.com  



Swim Wales is always on the lookout for interesting  stories about our members that we can circulate to the local and national media and press.  

Do you know someone who has overcome adversity to swim with your club?  Or perhaps you have a set of swimming twins?  If you can think of anything 
that might be of interest, please email julie.ma@welshasa.co.uk .  We will forward your stories to the Sports Council and who knows, you may be on tele‐
vision, in a newspaper or on a website!   

Do You Have a Story to Tell? 

 


